<Date> 

<MP Title>
<Address>

Calgary, AB <Postal Code>
<Salutation>, 

I am writing to express my concern about the exclusion of smokeless tobacco from the Act to Amend the Tobacco Act or Cracking Down on Tobacco Marketing Aimed at Youth Act. As a member of Smoke-Free Calgary and as a resident of your constituency, I am requesting your support for a ban on flavour additives in smokeless tobacco products. Smoke-Free Calgary is a coalition of health groups, government officials and other community stakeholders committed to making Calgary tobacco-free. 

Last October, the Cracking Down on Tobacco Marketing Aimed at Youth Act was passed, banning flavoured cigarillos and banning small packs of cigarettes, little cigars and cigarillos that are less expensive and more accessible for youth. While we believe this legislation will have a significant impact on youth smoking rates, it could have been strengthened by the inclusion of flavoured smokeless tobacco products.

Candy and fruit flavours make smokeless tobacco products more attractive to youth and they are often used as starter products. Flavoured additives mask the harsh taste of traditional tobacco products making it much easier for youth to get addicted. Flavourings in smokeless tobacco are very similar to those that have contributed to the dramatic rise in cigarillo sales. The tobacco industry even reports that in 2006, 7 of the top 10 best-selling smokeless products were flavoured and boasts that their business had grown due to the introduction of new flavours. 

Health Canada has been tasked with providing the House of Commons Standing Committee on Health more information about the use of smokeless tobacco among Canadian youth. I am requesting your support to:

· Ensure that Health Canada does not overlook the disproportionate use of smokeless tobacco by young people living in rural Canada, northern Canada and the Prairie Provinces. Alberta makes up 41% of the Canadian smokeless tobacco market and 17% of 15-19 year-old Alberta males, use smokeless tobacco. This is almost double the overall national average use rate for this age group. 

· Encourage members of the Standing Committee on Health to eliminate flavoured smokeless tobacco products by including them in the regulation.  

Smokeless does not mean harmless when it comes to tobacco products. Smokeless tobacco can result in nicotine addiction, cancer, gum disease and other illnesses. Despite these health risks, warning labels on smokeless tobacco products are a fraction of the size and detail of warning labels on cigarette packaging. I urge you to take a stand to protect young Canadians from these harmful products. 

Thank you for your time and attention. I value your efforts to promote healthy policy for all Canadians. I hope you consider my request and take action to protect our youth from harmful tobacco products.   

Yours sincerely, 

<Your Name>
<Title/Organization or Resident, Constituency Name>
<Phone>

<Email Address>

